History of the Fort Shenandoah Property 

Prior to the N-SSA
by

Steve Light, Washington Blue Rifles

THE HISTORIC FORT SHENANDOAH MILL

This is the second of a series of articles on the history of the land that we now call Fort Shenandoah.  This article will describe the old mill, mill race, cabin and barn that were built by previous owners of Fort Shenandoah.  The next article will identify the N-SSA “roots” by identifying the families that owned and lived on the N-SSA property for the past 250 years.
Your help is needed to complete the History of the Fort Shenandoah Property 
The complete story about the history of our property may be lost to the future generations of skirmishers.  Numerous hours were spent in conducting research for this article at the Winchester Court House, Handley Library in Winchester, Library of Congress, and using the internet to access online land records from various sources particularly the Library of Virginia.,  Also, I wore out my bionic eye reading  a lot of microfilm of the tax records at the local library.  I believe the tax assessors were competing with each other to see how small they could write and who would use less ink.  This article should have been written years ago before so many of the older skirmishers past away. My hope is that new information will continue to be discovered about the history of the Fort Shenandoah property.  
If you have any information to add to the history such as memories, pictures, or documentation, then let me know so the complete story can be told.  Perhaps, you participated in the work parties at Fort Shenandoah in 1962 or 1963 and have memories or pictures of the buildings and land.  If so, then please contact me. There’s a picture in the July, 1963 issue of The Skirmish Line of the work parties burning various sheds on the property.  Was one of the sheds the old settler’s cabin?  I heard stories that the millstone was leaning against a tree when we arrived in 1962 and others told me that it was buried at the mill site?
Writing this article has been very challenging as some unknowns remain on who built the Fort Shenandoah Mill and when was it built.  Sometimes in doing historical and genealogical research, you have to stop and write the story as it is known but keep researching.  Therefore, I will present the known evidence that I have discovered in my research on the Fort Shenandoah Mill with the understanding that more research and discovery are needed.  

I want to thank John Venskoske, former Property Manager from 1971 to 1986, for helping provide some information on the history of our property.  Jackie was six years old when his parents moved to the farm next to Fort Shenandoah.  He still remembers some of the prior Fort Shenandoah land owners and the location of the old settler’s cabin.  Jackie and I are planning to meet with one of the owners of our property to determine if they have any pictures or memories of the mill
Personal Property Taxes
Some background is necessary on Virginia’s personal property and land tax records before describing who built the Historic Fort Shenandoah Mill.
Personal property taxes have been paid by Virginians since 1782.  The personal property tax survey in 1813 and 1814 was the first and last time that personal property taxes were paid on water powered mills.  Personal property taxes previous to 1813 were only paid on horses (12 cents per horse) and slaves (47 cents per slave over 16).  The average annual tax bill for mill owners was between one or two dollars.  The survey identified about 75 Grist Mills, 50 Saw Mills and a few Fulling Mills in Old Frederick County.  The personal property tax records can be obtained on microfilm from The Library of Virginia through most county libraries on a loan basis (reference a).  Some county libraries have the personal property and land tax records for their specific county.  For example, the tax records for Frederick County are available at the Handley Library in Winchester.  The Handley Library is an outstanding library for historical and genealogical research.  

The personal property tax records are a valuable source for genealogists and historians.  For example, in 1811, the personal property tax survey for Frederick County provided the following data:
        # of Slaves over 16                  3,180

        # of Horses                               7,861
        # of Stud Horses (busy guys)        16

        # of Coaches                                  60

        # of Stages                                     88
        # of Gigs (two wheel carriage)      96

These were the only items in the personal property tax survey in 1811 other than identifying the name of each person over 21 who was responsible for paying the taxes and listing any licenses for businesses and Ordinarys (tavern/inns).  A summary of the taxes collected and a list of free Negroes were provided.  In some years, the number of cattle, and some household items such as harps, clocks, watches and pianos were listed as taxable items. Using the tax records, you can trace how long an individual lived in a taxable district but you could not identify the specific tract of land where the individual lived.  Taxable persons were listed in alphabetical order by the first letter of their last name. Go to the Library of Virginia website (reference b) and click on “What we have” and then scroll down to read a description of what is contained in the personal property tax records.  
Land Tax Records
The State of Virginia started collecting taxes on land in 1782.  The early tax records show the owner of the land and amount of land owned in an alphabetical list by the surname of the person owning the land.  The tax records contained more details starting in 1814 by providing a description of the land and buildings.  The Library of Virginia website provides a detail description of the contents of the land tax records.

Who built the Fort Shenandoah Mill?
The evidence from my research indicates that the Fort Shenandoah Mill was first built by William Pickering between 1751 and 1789 and later rebuilt by Joseph Fenton when he purchased in 1816 the William Pickering land patent dated in 1751 if 210 acres. 
Case for the Mill being built by William Pickering 
Thomas Lord Fairfax, Baron of Cameron in that part of Britain called Scotland, proprietor of the North Neck of Virginia, granted William Pickering (1727-1789) a land patent dated 1751 for 210 acres that included the 200 acres that the N-SSA bought in 1963 that started the present day Fort Shenandoah.  William Pickering also owned several other large tracts of land in Back Creek Valley.  William Pickering bought 348 acres in 1766 on both sides of Isaac’s creek, a branch of Back Creek.  In 1777, he bought 244 acres on the ridge between Brush Creek and Isaac’s creek.  A 300 acre tract was bought by William Pickering on Isaac’s Creek in 1779. 

Therefore, William Pickering owned at least 1092 acres in the Back Creek Valley between 1751 and 1789 before he died.  William Pickering’s will (will book #5 page, 222) bequeathed to his son, John Pickering, the tract of land whereon William Pickering and wife, Sarah, resided.  His will also stated that he bequeathed to his son, Jacob, one half of the saw mill which is on the tract of land whereon (William) Pickering lived.  Jacob Pickering and his wife, Lydia, sold their share in the saw mill to his brother, John Pickering, in 1794 for thirty (30) pounds. (Deed book #24A, Page 433)  According to the William Pickering’s will there was a saw mill on the home plantation. However, the will did not identify the location of the home plantation.  The home plantation may have been located outside of Frederick County or on one of the tracts of land that William Pickering bought in Frederick County, Virginia.  
A clue to the location of the home plantation is in the land tax records for 1787 that listed William Pickering as the land owner of the 210 acres.  I could not read the 1788 and 1789 land tax records because of the poor quality of the microfilm.  The land tax records of 1790 to 1807 showed a John Pickering as the owner of the 210 acres which would be consistent with the will of William Pickering.  I believe this means that the home plantation was the original 210 acres granted to William Pickering in 1751. 
John Pickering (b1752) son of William Pickering, married Jane Ellis on October 8, 1775.  John Pickering is shown in the land tax records as owner of the 210 acres from 1790 to 1805.  John Pickering’s (b1752) will (will book #6, page 219) is dated 20 Sept 1796 so this John Pickering that is shown in the land tax records from 1790 to 1805 must have been the son of John Pickering (b1752).  The land records of 1806 and 1807, show the owner of the 210 acres as Jonathan Pickering who was a brother to John Pickering.  I have not viewed the land tax records after 1807 but the 210 acres was sold by John Pickering, and his wife, Ann, on March 6, 1816 to Joseph Fenton for $1000. (Deed book 38, page 194)  The tract of land was for 314 acres that included the 210 acres that was acquired by the William Pickering land patent in 1751.  The deed did not mention any mill on the property.
The case for William Pickering building the mill on the Fort Shenandoah property is strong although there was no Pickering owned mill in the 1813 and 1814 personal property tax survey that included all mills in Frederick County.  It is possible that the mill was on the Fort Shenandoah property in 1813 but it was not operational because the William Pickering sons had not maintained or operated the mill after William Pickering died in 1789.
Case for the Mill being built by Joseph Fenton
The personal property tax records as described above identified Joseph and John Fenton as the owners of a saw mill in Frederick County in 1813 and 1814.  This fact threw me off on a tangent in my research because I thought that the saw mill in the survey was on the Fort Shenandoah property.  Joseph Fenton could not have owned a mill on the Fort Shenandoah property because he did not own the property in 1813 as proven by the land tax records and the fact that Joseph Fenton bought the property from the Pickering family in 1816. Where was the mill owned by Joseph and John Fenton in 1813 and 1814?

Enoch Fenton’s (1727-1805) will devised to his two sons, John and Joseph Fenton, large tracts of land and ownership of a saw mill on Babbs Creek that is located just a few miles from the Fort Shenandoah property.  Enoch Fenton owned about two thousand acres on Babbs Creek that drains into Back Creek. These tracts of land were located on or near Hunting Ridge.  Hunting Ridge Road is route 608 that can be reached by turning right off of route 522 onto route 608 about two miles before you reach Gainesboro.  I believe the Enoch Fenton mill on Babbs Creek is the same mill that was in the tax survey of 1813 and 1814.  Also, I believe this mill is the lone that is shown on the Lake map (reference h) that was owned by D. Robinson.  I’ll discuss the Robinson family in the next article.  
Based on this evidence, I believe that the mill on the Fort Shenandoah property was more likely built by Joseph Fenton when he purchased the 210 acres that is now Fort Shenandoah property from John Pickering in 1816.
I’ll describe the previous owners of Fort Shenandoah in a subsequent article but deed records of 1821 and 1828 involving Joseph Fenton and our 200 acres on Back Creek (reference d-Deed Book #44, page 308) included the statement that the land has a Fulling and Saw Mill that was erected by Joseph Fenton.  

The Fort Shenandoah property and owners went through some turbulent times between 1817 and 1828 when the property was sold at public auction two times for failure to pay debts.  At the auction held at Winchester Virginian Hotel, the 200 acres that is now Fort Shenandoah property was sold for $1,680.  Joseph Fenton and his son, John Fenton continued to live on the property until his death in 1833.  Joseph Fenton’s will did not bequeathed any land to his heirs.
Verdict
My research indicates that William Pickering built a saw mill on the Fort Shenandoah property between 1751 and 1789.  A guess is that Pickering shared a mill pond with Jesse Pugh who built a mill on the location where the present day skeet and trap shooting range is located.  Jesse Pugh died in 1794.  The Jesse Pugh mill was not included in the 1813 and 1814 survey of mills but there is a Grist mill shown on the location of the Jesse Pugh mill on the 1885 map of Gainesboro (reference h).
The Fort Shenandoah Mill was apparently not maintained after William Pickering died in 1789.  Joseph Fenton purchased the Pickering property and re-built the Pickering mill as a fulling and saw mill between 1816 and 1821.  Although the jury is still out pending further research, my conclusion at this time is that the mill was built both by William Pickering (b1729-d1789) and rebuilt by oseph Fenton (b circa 1760-d1833).

Water Powered Mills 

The first settlers came to Back Creek Valley in about 1730 and settlements started about 1750.  The area was still a wilderness, dangerous, and reports of Indians killing settlers were frequent during the Indian Wars in 1751-1763 (reference e).  I’ll describe the Indian Wars and attacks on the settlers in a subsequent article.

The early Back Creek settlers had to farm and raise livestock for their own food.  The only form of energy other than manpower and horses was water powered mills that were used extensively by the settlers for lumber, flour, and cornmeal.  Thus, water powered mills were numerous until steam engines and electricity came on the scene and commercial mills started providing the clothing, flour and sawed lumber.  Gradually, the water powered mills were abandoned to the more high tech means of providing energy to produce goods until today most of the numerous mills have disappeared, including the one built on the Fort Shenandoah Property.  
My great grandfather, Rev Henry Light,(1833-1916) and his father, Enoch Light,(1800-1875) owned and operated a combined gristmill and sawmill in West Virginia in 1858 that has long disappeared.  I was fortunate to locate the mill site through the help of a local historian who wrote the book on the History of Loup Creek, West Virginia (reference f) where the mill was located.  I recently took my kids to see the location of the mill so my future generations will not forget their family heritage.
Saving the Old Mills
It is heartening to learn while researching for this article that there are efforts underway to save some of the old mills that still exist.

A good place to view the operation of an old mill is at Millwood that is located east of Winchester, Virginia about a mile off of Route 50.  You turn on route 255 after going east three miles pass the intersection of routes 50 and 340.  At Millwood, there is a Mill Museum comprising the Burwell-Morgan Mill that was built in 1785 by Brig.Gen. Daniel Morgan and Lt. Col. Nathaniel Burwell.  The mill is open in the summer starting in April.  You can Google on Millwood-Burwell-Morgan Mill for information on the mill and programs.  Near Millwood is the Carter Hall Plantation and the Greenway Historic District, the home of Lord Fairfax who issued the land patent to the first owner of Fort Shenandoah, William Pickering. 
Several organizations have been established to save old mills and mill technology.  For example, there is the Society for the Preservation of Old Mills (SPOOM).  The SPOOM website is: http://www.spoom.org/   The International Molinological Society (TIMS) at http://timsmills.info/ provides information on French millstones that were used by many mill owners.  If these URLs do not work, then you can Google on SPOOM or Molinological to read about mills and mill stones.  “Molinological” means the study and preservation of old water, wind, and animal powered mills.  The site provides pictures of old mills worldwide.
Further east on route 50 at Aldie, there is a restored mill.  Google on: “Aldie Mill Historic District” for information.  Millwood and Aldie would be a good excursion for skirmishers that have a free afternoon at the National Skirmish.
What is a Fulling Mill?

Most skirmishers are not aware that a mill existed on the Fort Shenandoah property.  The book (reference k) on the settlement of Back Creek Valley, 1730-1830, does not mention the mill.  Also, there was a mill on Back Creek at Gainesboro and other nearby mills were located on Babbs, Brush, Isaacs and Hogue creeks.  There were only a few fulling mills other than the one built on the Fort Shenandoah property.  
Reference (g) contains a good and concise description of the fulling mill process:  “Early mills did other work in addition to sawing wood and grinding grain.  Fulling mills were especially important.  Before textile mills became widespread in the nineteenth century, most settlers wore homespun clothing.  The newly woven cloth had to be taken to the fulling mill to be shrunk, washed, and brushed to give it strength and volume.  The fuller, as the man who operated this type of mill was called, received the cloth woven in homes over the course of the year.  He placed the cloth in long troughs of warm water called fulling stocks.  Powered by a waterwheel, large oak hammers beat the cloth while the fuller added soap to complete the cleaning and processing.  He then spread the cloth on racks called tenters.  Edged with iron hooks called tenterhooks, this device kept the cloth from shrinking further.  Finally, he raised the nap of the taut cloth by brushing it with teasel, a plant whose flowering heads have curved, rigid bracts.  The fuller often placed racks of finished cloth in front of the mill to advertise the quality of his services.”
The function of the mill could be changed by changing some gears and what is being driven, i. e. a saw blade, large wooden blocks used in the fulling process to beat newly woven cloth or mill stones used in a grist mill to produce corn meal and flour.  Although the waterwheel may turn slowly, the saw blade(s) or stone(s) that are driven by the waterwheel can turn faster because of the gear train ratio that transmits the energy from the waterwheel to the blade or stone.  
The 1885 map of the Gainesboro area that was published in the first article identifies a “G. Mill” on the Fort Shenandoah property when it was owned by D. A. Robinson (reference h).  The Fort Shenandoah Mill was a saw and fulling mill when it was first built but it was probably also used as a Grist Mill when the Fort Shenandoah property was bought by James and Jonathan Robinson from John Fenton in 1856.  The Fort Shenandoah mill was relatively small as it probably served only the local community.  The mill was used to saw wood into the early 1900s probably by using the up and down action of the saw blade(s).  An indication that the mill was still being used as a saw mill in the 1900s is the deed of July 9, 1942 when Charles W. Buhl sold the Fort Shenandoah property to L. F. McDonald.  The deed stated in part: “grant and convey certain tract of land, including growing crops and sawed lumber thereon (200.75 acres on both side of the creek)….”

 Operating a mill was expensive and difficult to maintain and usually required the services of a “Miller” to help adjust the mill water flow, and speed of the wheel, gears, saw blade, fuller wooden hammers or mill stone if it was being used as a grist mill.  
Location of the Fort Shenandoah Mill 

Trying to find the exact location of the mill has not been easy but with the help of a few skirmishers, we have located the mill site.  The mill was located in the small Sutler’s area between Confederate Road (exit road) and the creek just across from the Old Dominion Dragoons campsite at the intersection of Confederate Road and Jackson Way.  

Jackie Venskoske said that he was told that the mill was located on the site just previously described.  Another clue to the mill location is the route of the mill race that points to the mill site. 
Finally, Emory Morgan, 14th Mississippi Infantry, and his “dowsing talents” identified the exact location and dimensions of the mill foundation.  Emory Morgan’s dowsing skills could be the subject of a separate article.  I knew of Emory’s reputation of being able to use dowsing rods to find Civil War graves and buildings.  Therefore, I asked Emory to help us find the mill location.  See Figure 1 for a photo of Emory using the home made dowsing rods made from coat hanger wire at the 118th National to find the mill location.  In about 30 minutes, Emory had traced the outline and foundations of the mill.  See Figure 2 for the outline of the foundation of the 10 x 33 foot mill building.  The rectangle shape of the mill was apparently designed to take logs in one end of the mill and extract the sawed lumber from the other end.  Emory Morgan estimated that the diameter of the waterwheel was about 10 feet
[image: image1.jpg]



Figure 1, Emory Morgan, 14th Mississippi Infantry, holding his “home made” dowsing rods that he used to find the foundation and dimensions of the Historic Fort Shenandoah Mill in October 2008.

Dowsing is the art of locating various objects, water, minerals, caves, foundations, graves, etc. with the use of divining rods in the shape of a “Y” or “L” or using a pendulum.  A good source to read about dowsing can be found on the internet by using Google to search on: “Letter to Robin” that will provide you a guide on how to make dowsing rods and how to use them. (reference i)  The book, Art of Dowsing, is another good source on the art of dowsing (reference j).
Emory Morgan’s dowsing talents and services get him involved in some interesting adventures.  He has had recent requests to use his skills to find the “so-called” grave site of John Wilkes Booth in Baltimore, locate a Civil War Hospital in Tennessee and to find a Negro cemetery near VMI in Lexington, Virginia.
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Figure 2, Photo showing the 10 x 33 foot outline of the Historic Fort Shenandoah Mill. This view is looking downstream with the creek on the left and the intersection of Jackson Way and Confederate Road on the right.  The white lines perpendicular to the creek on the left are the wheel foundation that was built separately from the foundation from the mill building to prevent vibration from the waterwheel impacting the building.  The corner foundations are shown in red and the steps to the mill building are shown on the right side of the picture.
Dedication of the Mill Site
I am proposing that the Association dedicate the mill site in memory of our Fort Shenandoah settlers and the mill.  Our neighbor, E. E. Bayliss, Jr., has donated an 800-1000 pound buhr mill stone that I propose we erect on the site with a plaque that would indicate that a mill was built on the site circa 1800 by previous owners of Fort Shenandoah, William Pickering and Joseph Fenton.  Mr. Bayliss, who is about 85 years old, told me that he remembers seeing remains of the old settler’s cabin across from the mill site when he went swimming as a young man in the creek across from the cabin.  
Mill Race
A mill race is used to divert water from the main stream to the mill waterwheel.  Parts of the Fort Shenandoah mill race are still visible just back of the campsites in Area # 5.  Traces of the old mill race end just behind the Buncombe Rifles campsite as you proceed in the down creek direction toward the Sutler’s parking lot.  Using the 2008 aerial photo of Fort Shenandoah, the mill race can be seen in figure 3 running a route parallel to Zollicoffer Road and later parallel to Back Creek in the direction of the mill.  Point A on Figure 3 is the location of the mill.  From point A to point B the mill race is not visible.  Jackie Venskoske told me that the mill race was still visible in the area of the present day Sutler’s parking lot in 1963 but it was covered up when they moved a lot of dirt to build the parking lot and road to the car bridge.  Figure 3 also shows the route of the mill race from the mill location (point A) at the intersection of Jackson Way and Confederate Road to where the mill race enters (point C) the new property that we bought in 2008 that is now called area #7.  About 50% of the mill race is visible from point B (Buncombe campsite) to point C in figure 3. 
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Figure 3. Path of the Mill Race

The Historic Fort Shenandoah Mill was probably an overshot wheel meaning that the water came from the mill race and emptied into the wheel buckets at the top of the mill waterwheel.  In overshot mills, the waterwheel is not projected into the creek to operate, thus it is not damaged by high water when the creek floods.  In undershot wheels, the wheel must come in contact with a fast moving stream and is susceptible to damage when the creek floods.  Also, according to Wilmer Kerns book on the History of Back Creek, most of the mills on Back Creek were overshot mills (reference k).  The mills were built near the creek on a high and solid rock base to prevent damage to the mill. The creek bank at the location of the Fort Shenandoah Mill is about 8 feet above the creek and the foundation is on solid ground.  I believe this is a reason that the site was chosen for the mill and it was near the cabin where the owners lived at that time.
Where the mill race starts to divert water from Back Creek is not certain.  The mill race is visible at the very end of area # 5 where the Harlan’s campsite is now located.  At this location, there is a deep ditch that runs perpendicular to the creek but this is not the mill race.  Jackie Venskoske said that this ditch was dug just after we purchased the property in 1963 to help drain the old mill race and the stream of water that runs from the hill where the Chalybeate Springs are located.  The N-SSA owns portions of the land on both sides of Chalybeate Springs Road.  A 1988 plat of the property that we bought in 2008 shows a portion of the mill race near the cabin that is on our new property headed in the direction of Siler Road (Route 600).  Also, the 1885 Lake map (reference h) that was included in the first article shows the mill race in area # 7 starting to parallel the creek in the direction of Siler Road or Route 600..
Tim Scanlan and I walked the new property area and along the creek toward Route 600 and parallel to Chalybeate Springs Road.  You can see this land on your left as you head toward Fort Shenandoah on Chalybeate Springs Road.  It is our opinion that the mill race was in this bottom land and it started at Back Creek where the trap and skeet shooting range is now located.  Portions of the mill race are still visible in the bottom land even after 200 years since it was built.  It must have been a tremendous effort to dig the mill race that was a little over a mile long.

One theory is that mill race was dug and designed to divert a large quantity of water from Back Creek near the area where the present day trap and skeet shooting range is located.  Another theory, that is more likely, is that there was a mill pond in this area that could have been built to hold water to supply water to the Fort Shenandoah Mill. The mill pond may have been built and used by Jesse Pugh who owned land adjacent to William Pickering and operated a mill in the late 1700s.  The Jesse Pugh Mill is shown on the 1885 map at about the location of the present day trap and skeet shooting range.  We’ll probably never know the exact location of the mill pond because the ground has been disturbed by the building of the Route 522 by pass and the trap and skeet shooting range.  Also, Route 600 and the bridge have been rebuilt, probably several times since 1800.
Settler’s Cabin
I have not been able to find any record of when the existing Property Manager’s house was built.  It is my guess that it was built by the Robinson family or Sam Brown when they bought the Fort Shenandoah property in 1856 and 1894, respectively.

Prior to the current Property Manager’s house, the owners of the land lived in a cabin that was located on the Old Dominion Dragoons campsite.  Jackie Venskoske told me that he remembers seeing part of the cabin when he was a boy and that he thought it was being used as a chicken house.  Some of the stone from the cabin’s chimney was still standing when we bought the property.  The cabin’s chimney stone may have been used in building the car bridge foundation since Jackie Venskoske found enough of the chimney stone near the car bridge foundation to use the stone in building part of the fireplace that is in the current Property Manager’s house.  
Bunky Carr told me that the foundation of the old cabin was still visible when the Old Dominion Dragoons acquired the site for the team in the mid 1960s.  They built their current team building over the cabin site.  
There’s no description or picture of the cabin but it was probably a log cabin with hewed  logs similar to the one shown in figure 4 which is a typical cabin of the period.  
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                                                               Figure 4
The cabin photo came from the Haworth Family Website (reference l).  The cabin was located on Back Creek and it shows some later modifications such as the cabin extension and metal roof.  James Haworth bought land from Isaac Thomas in November 1752 at the junction of Isaacs and Back Creeks only about a mile from the Fort Shenandoah property.  Therefore, the cabin in the photo is of the same period and style that would have been built by William Pickering and others who lived on the Fort Shenandoah property in 1750 to late 1800s.  I find the terrain in the foreground and background of the photo in Figure 4 remarkably similar to the terrain where the Fort Shenandoah cabin was located on the present day Old Dominion Dragoons’ campsite.  The Haworth website (reference l) does not provide any information to identify who lived in the cabin.  Jackie Venskoske believes the cabin in the figure 4 was still standing a few years ago and was located about a mile from our property.
Barn

The Barn was still useable when the N-SSA bought the property in 1963.  See the photo below of the old barn that was taken in 1965.  The photo is in the N-SSA Museum.  [image: image5.jpg]



                                         Figure 5-Old Barn
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Figure 6-Wind Damage to Barn in 1969. Photo by John Zebelean
 The Barn from 1963 to 1969 was used to store target material until July3-6, 1969 when at the Muzzle loading Shoot a violent wind storm damaged the barn..  Figure 6 shows the damage.  Because of the damage, the barn was deemed unsafe for use and the barn was dismantled during the winter of 1969-1970.  Target material was stored in the present day Property Manager’s house until the material was moved to a commercial truck trailer in August 1970 so the house could be repaired.  The new Property Manager, Jackie Venskoske moved into the house in late 1971.  In November 1971, the new barn or 50’ x 120’ multi purpose storage building was nearly complete.  John Venskoske was the Property Manager in 1971 to 1986.   Fred Grinder served as a Property Care Taker prior to 1971 for a few years but he did not live in the house.  Bill Groah lived in the Property Manager’s House from 1987 to 2003.
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